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This 2015 Revision is to change the layout of the book ά¢ƘŜ {ŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ /ƻƳƳƻƴ aŀƴΩǎ 

AƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎέ.  Now, the family history of the FIZELL Surname will be offered within BOOK 

ONE, presented in five parts:  

 Part I ς Generations 1 Through 8 ς Simon Fizel through Roy Fizell - 1675 - 1973 

 Part II ς Biography of Joseph Fizell and Naomi Roberts 1915 - 1981 

 Part III ς Autobiography of Joseph Fizell, Jr 1937 ς 1953 

 Part IV ς Autobiography of Joseph Fizell, Jr 1953 ς 1956 

 Part V ς Autobiography of Joseph Fizell, Jr and Helen Cathro 1956 ς to present. 

The other Books ƛƴ ά¢ƘŜ {ŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ /ƻƳƳƻƴ aŀƴΩǎ !ƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎέ are:   

       BOOK TWO: The Hyslop Surname ς William Wilson Hyslop 

  .hhY ¢Iw99Υ ¢ƘŜ aŎ9ƭǊƻȅΩǎ ŦǊƻƳ άLǊŜƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ ¦{!έΦ 

  BOOK FOUR: The Leask and Fraser family from Scotland 

  BOOK FIVE: Will be devoted to the Cathro Surnamed Branch 

   BOOK SIX:  Will be devoted to the Roberts ς Pennypacker Surnamed Branches. 

Some bookkeeping or explanation of footnotes and endnotes should be explained.  I will 
use footnotes to identify where I found my information so the reader may investigate a 
comment further.  Endnotes will take the reader to a page with as much a full copy of a 
document I can print on a page in the book.   Some records are legal sized or longer, such 
as Civil War Pension Records and some Census records that do not lend themselves very 
well to scanning and printing in this book.  Should a family member wish copies of my 
records for their own research all they need do is contact me. 
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Ecclesiasticus (or Sirach ) 44:7-9 

All these were honored in their generations,  
and were the pride of the times.  

Some of them have left behind a name  
so that others declare their praise. 

 
But of others, there is no memory,  

they have perished as though they had never existed;  
they have become as though they had never been born,  

they and their children after them.1 
 

 
Preface 

 
When writing this family history a question came up about the title I chose so I feel it 
necessary to be explained from my perspective.  Were any of my ancestors of nobility or 
ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ƻǊ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜƴƻǿƴ ƻǊ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ άƘŀŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ мр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ŦŀƳŜΦέΚ  ! 
positive answer would be a genealogical jackpot.  Unfortunately, for 99.8% of people, the 
answer is negative, and Fizell is with the majority.   
 
The word common may not be a kind term but I call the un-ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ΨǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩΦ  
Certainly not in the derogatory connotation of the word!  Depending how one calculates 
it, about 69 billion to 110 billion people have walked our wonderful planet Earth.  There 
are more than 7.09 billion people alive in the world in mid-2013 according to the U.S. 
Census and the United Nations.  We do not speak one language, do not have one 
government or belong to the same race, do not have the same ethnic background or have 
the same wealth, do not have the same anything except that we are trying to live our lives 
the best way we can under circumstances beyond our control.  That is what we have in 
common.   
 
Granted, we all have our own special gifts, talents and abilities so that underneath, we all 
have our own uniqueness and we are however, for the most part, tallied with the common 
people.  Unless that is, the reader happens to be counted among the 0.2% blessed with 
some amount of wealth and fame or shame. 
 
Hence, my title THE SEARCH FOR A COMMON MAN'S ANCESTORS 
 
                                                           
1 Scripture: The Book of Sirach, or the Wisdom of Jesus the son of Sirach, is a book in the Apocrypha. It is also known as 

Ecclesiasticus ("church book") because of its wide use among Greek and Latin Christians in moral instruction. Classified among 
the wisdom writings, the book was written in Hebrew at Jerusalem c. 180 BC by a learned teacher, Jesus ben Sirach, and was 
translated into Greek in Egypt with a preface by his grandson not long after 132 BC.. 
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Obviously this book will be directed to people who would be interested in the surname 
Fizell, in particular the variety emanating from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and the 
members of other family surnamed branches attached to this Fizell tree.  I doubt any 
chance exists for this book to chosen by Oprah Winfrey nor would it make the New York 
Times Best Seller list.  But the Fizell Family Tree has a couple thousand people on it and 
they all have friends and relatives so there is hope for a small circulation.  Besides, it is 
free.  
 
Genealogy research can be fun and rewarding unless our surname is too common.  How 
many pages of Jones or Smiths will fill a census search?  I think that would be an awfully 
large number of people to research.  I was blessed with the surname FIZELL.  Did not 
always believe it!  Can you imagine all the guffaws, snickers, laughs and giggles attributed 
to FIZELL when my name was called out ς άƛǎ WƻŜ Fizzle ƘŜǊŜΚέ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ōŀŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
when the bullies had a ball with it but when, back a half a century ago as a kid, a recently 
enlisted recruit in a U.S. Army full of reluctant draftees, at roll call, loud and clear, you 
ƘŜŀǊ άLǎ WƻŜ CŀƛƭǳǊŜ ƘŜǊŜΚέ  hǳŎƘΗ   
 
Without consciously thinking about it, from my recallable youth, I learned to put all the 
effort I could muster into each task that came my way.  The results were not always 
outstanding but enough were so that I was proud of most of my efforts, successes and 
even those less successful.  (Never fizzle out on a task, I said to myself.)  Once upon a time 
I was an HVAC mechanical contractor and had to choose a business name.  I chose my 
name, J. F. Fizell Company.  When I sold the business, the business name had to be 
included in the sale.  It really hurt to sell my name. 
 
That out of the way, where did our branch of a Fizell family tree come from?  Years ago I 
asked my grandmother Mary Fizell.  She heard the name was French and that they lived 
in Philadelphia for a long time but she admitted she knew nothing else about it.  She said 
Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ  IŜ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŀŘ ǎƻ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀǎƪ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ 
no siblings to question.  Seeking help, about 1960 while on my lunch break, I stopped by 
the Pennsylvania Historical Society in downtown Philadelphia and opened some 
Philadelphia City Directories Indexes. The shelf looked like it held one directory for each 
year, the oldest at the time was from 1791.  In most directories I found one, two or three 
Fizell names listed.  It was not often that I was working close to 13th and Locust Streets so 
it took several months until I had a chronological list of every Fizell from every 
Philadelphia City directory the HSP had on their shelves2.  
 

                                                           
2 Phila. City Directory.pdf: http://www.fizell.org/Phila%20City%20Directory.pdf 

http://www.fizell.org/Phila%20City%20Directory.pdf
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Thus was born the search for our Fizell ancestors.  And my grandmother was right.  Our 
Fizell name came from France; the Philadelphia branch of our Fizell family tree had its 
origins in France and St. Domingue. The possible path they took to get here began nearly 
200 years before Simon Fizel first set foot in the New World.   
 
Forgive the history lesson on the next few pages while I piece together some events in 
history that prepared the path our ancestors took when they left France and eventually 
settled in Philadelphia.  (If you wish to skip the History, jump to page 11.) 
 
I believe it went something like the following: 
 
Christopher Columbus arrived at the island of Hispaniola on December 5, 1492. On his 
second voyage in 1493 he founded the first Spanish colony in the New World on 
Hispaniola. The island came to be known as Santo Domingo, the name of the principal city 
on the island.  Santo Domingo was Spanish for St. Dominic, the founder of the Dominican 
order of Monks.  
 
The Spanish conquered the indigenous population, the peaceful Taíno Indians who were 
quickly decimated by European diseases and brutal slavery, forced to search for gold for 
the Spaniards3. Gold deposits on the island quickly became exhausted and the Spanish 
ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ aŜȄƛŎƻ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǊƛŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƛƭǾŜǊΦ [ŜŀǾƛƴƎ ƻƴƭȅ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ Spanish settlers, 
Santo Domingo became a supply station for Spanish Galleons crossing the ocean between 
Spain and Mexico. 
 
.ȅ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мсллΩǎ {Ǉŀƛƴ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ {ŀƴǘƻ 5ƻƳƛƴƎƻΦ 
France quickly took up the void, planting French settlers on the northwestern coast of the 
island and on the close by island of Tortuga.  Occupied by pirates and smugglers, run-
away-indentured servants, and deserters from passing ships, Tortuga posed problems for 
the French.   In order to maintain a semblance of law and order and in an attempt to 
domesticate the pirates, women in prisons back in France, accused of prostitution and 
thievery were sent to Tortuga.  France named her portion of the island of Hispaniola, St. 
Domingue (pronounced San Doman), the French name for Saint Dominic. 
 
Another French settlement in the new world, totally separate from the Caribbean islands 
but also ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мсллΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŀŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CƛȊŜƭ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
tree, were the French Acadians who settled the coast of Canada. The Acadians, finding 
themselves pawns in the frequent wars between England and France, declared 
themselves neutral, refusing to take up arms for either side, which proved disastrous for 

                                                           
3 Hispaniola.com site http://www.hispaniola.com/dominican_republic/info/history.php 

http://www.hispaniola.com/dominican_republic/info/history.php
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the Acadians.   
 
The War of the Grand Alliance4 against France resulted with the complicated treaty of 
Ryswick in 16975.  France was ceded the western third of Hispaniola creating two 
permanent colonies on the island, St. Domingue for the French and {ǇŀƛƴΩǎ Santo 
Domingo.  Unfortunately for the French Acadian settlers along the coast of Canada the 
treaty of Ryswick awarded England sole ownership of the provinces of Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick and Prince Edward Island.  
 
Fifty-eight years later the French and Indian war against England and her American 
colonies began in 1755.  The British government demanded the Acadians take an oath of 
allegiance to the British monarch but because the oath also required renouncing a key 
article of their Catholic faith, they refused.  In retaliation 12,000 Acadians, three fourths 
of the Acadian settlers, their homes burned, were dispersed in what was called the Great 
Expulsion.  The largest group was returned to France with others resettled in small groups 
throughout North America.6  Some were transported to St Domingue, some to Louisiana7 
and others to segregated settlements throughout the American colonies8.   
 
The reason for my mentioning the Acadians - a Fizel family was living in Louisbourg, Nova 
Scotia and may have been part of those Acadians returned to France or the French colony 
at St. Domingue.  If you are involved with genealogy research every lead must be recorded 
for later investigation.  As of this writing the Fizel named individuals of Acadia and those 
of St. Domingue do not have a relationship to each other. 
 
Returning again to St. Domingue, the colony had been the destination for many French 
settlers since the early мсллΩǎ ŀƴŘ quickly became one of the richest colonies in the world 
primarily producing cane sugar. Over the next hundred years the colonists of St Domingue 
thrived as planters but as the colony grew so did their need for more slaves. The 
indigenous Taíno people were nearly extinct so an estimated 800,000 African slaves were 
imported by 1788 when a census showed there were 27,717 whites in St. Domingue and 
476,987 blacks, 95% of which were slaves.  
 
The French Revolution was festering for many years before it broke out and the turmoil 
forced some French families to flee their homeland.  The United States had recently won 
its independence from England. With freedom in the air, the fuse was lit for a slave 
rebellion and it exploded on the night of August 22, 1791. Many white settlers and black 

                                                           
4 Grand Alliance - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_of_the_Grand_Alliance 
5 Wikipedia encyclopedia - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Ryswick 
6 History of the Acadians - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Acadians#Elsewhere 
7 Acadian exile - http://www.acadian-cajun.com/exsd.htm 
8 History of the Acadians - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Acadians#Elsewhere 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_of_the_Grand_Alliance
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Ryswick
hthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Acadians#Elsewhere
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Joe%20Fizell/Application%20Data/Microsoft/Book%20One%20revised/-%20http:/www.acadian-cajun.com/exsd.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Acadians%23Elsewhere
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free persons were massacred. By 1804 the only successful slave uprising in the history of 
the world would establish Haiti as a free country9 and the proud French colony of St 
Domingue was only history.  
 
The St. Domingue slave uprising in 1791 began an exodus of nearly 28,000 white planters, 
merchants, and tradesmen, most with their families and in many instances, their slaves, 
from the island. Many stopped in Cuba where some stayed, others continued on to other 
nearby Caribbean islands.  Although some returned to France, the main body of refugees 
chose between the French colony of Louisiana and the coastal cities of United States.   
 
Philadelphia, a city of 28,800 in 1790, by 1798 found itself host to more than 5,000 St 
Dominican refugees and émigrés from the bloody French Revolution10.  Fortunately for 
my family - Simon Fizel, his wife and children were among those refugees. 
 
Simon Fizel arrived in Philadelphia in the 1790s about the time of one of the worst 
epidemics to hit the city, the Yellow Fever plague of 1793.  Thousands fled the city for the 
country while those who could not, remained and took their chances.   
 
There is a very accurate description of what life was like in Philadelphia during this time 
ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ  hƴŜ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŦƛŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎ ǿŀǎ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ .ǊƻŎƪŘŜƴ .ǊƻǿƴΦ  Iƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ 
ǘƛǘƭŜŘ άARTHUR MEVYN or MEMOIRS OF THE YEAR 1793έ ǿƘŜǊŜƛƴ ƘŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
city and countryside was like during the Yellow Fever exodus.  The book is free by the 
Project Gutenberg License or it may be opened, read, and downloaded in Adobe Reader 
format from the Fizell.org website by clicking the link above. 
 
We begin at the known beginning of what we call the Fizell Family tree in the following 
books:  {ŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ /ƻƳƳƻƴ aŀƴΩǎ !ƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎΥ  
  Book One 
  Book Two 
  Book Three Part I 
  Book Three Part II 
  Book Three Part III 
 
 

 

 
 

                                                           
9 History St Domingue - http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~saintdomingue/Brief%20History.htm 
10 Transatlantica French Emigrés and Refugees 

http://www.fizell.org/Arthur%20Mervyn.pdf
http://www.fizell.org/index.htm
http://www.fizell.org/Book%20One%202014%20.pdf
http://www.fizell.org/Book%20Two%20Bio%20Joe%20&%20Naom%20complete.pdf
http://www.fizell.org/Book%20Three%20Part%20I.pdf
http://www.fizell.org/Book%20Three%20Part%20II%20completed.pdf
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~saintdomingue/Brief%20History.htm
http://transatlantica.revues.org/index1147.html#ftn3
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Chapter One 
 

France 
 

Jean Fizel (1) 
 

Jean Fizel was born about 1675 in Maroilles, Nord, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France.  
In Maroilles, Nord, France on 13 August 1702 he married Catherine Jeanne De 
Laiguië who was born in 1683, in France.  There are no records to indicate that Jean 
and Catherine ever left Maroilles. 

 
Jean and Catherine had six children: 

 
Jean Fizell b. Nov 1703, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France. 
 
Marie Hombertine Fizel, b. Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Josse Agapit Fizel, b. Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Anne Marie Fizel, b.  Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Hambert Ambroise Fizel, b. Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France  
 
Simon Fizel, 24 May 1714, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
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Simon Fizel (2) 
 

Simon Fizel was born 25 May 1714 in Maroilles, Nord, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France.   
He married Anne Marie Josephe Courtin, born 1715 in France.  There are no 
records to indicate that Simon and Anne Marie left Maroilles during their lifetime. 

 
Simon and Anne Marie had fourteen children: 

 
Marie Barbe Fizel, b. 4 Dec 1735, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Marie Humbertine Fizel, b. 28 Jan 1737, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Alexis Fizel, b. 13 Nov 1738, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Marie Anne Cëlestine, b. 3 Jul 1740, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Augustine Dorothée Fizel, b. 26 Sep 1742, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Simon Joseph Fizel, b. 14 Dec 1744, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Caroline Fizel, b. 7 Jul 1747, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Agathe Fizel, b. 8 Jul 1749, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Marie Angélique Fizel, b. 30 May 1751, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Marie Éléonore Fizel, b. 13 Apr 1753, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Cirille Fizel, b. 16 Feb 1755, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Marie Scholastique Fizel, b. 6 Mar 1756, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Marie Nathalie Fizel, b. 20 May 1758, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Catherine Fizel, b. 30 Apr 1763, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
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Simon Joseph Fizel (3) 
 

France and St Domingue 
 

Simon Joseph Fizel was born 14 December 1744 in Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France. 
 
This is a copy of the baptism record for Simon Joseph Fizel11.  His godfather was Joseph 
Courtin, the ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ {ƛƳƻƴΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ, Anne Marie Courtin.  Note, as was customary, 
the godfather Joseph Courtin signed the official baptismal record. 

 
 On the fact that Simon Fizel immigrated to the French colony of St. Domingue12, there is 
no question.  However, on 21 June 1774 on the ship Le Saint Marci arriving au Havre,13 
Simon returned to France as viewed on the passenger listii.  Simon was a successful 

                                                           
11 Archives Nord: http://www.archivesdepartementales.lenord.fr/?id=531 
12 Généalogie et Histoire de la Caraïbe : 06-67 Fizel (Santo Domingo, USA, 18th-19th), Fizel (Houdaille file) 
  
13 Departmental Archives of Seine-Maritime : http://recherche.archivesdepartementales76.net/ 

http://www.archivesdepartementales.lenord.fr/?id=531
http://www.ghcaraibe.org/
http://recherche.archivesdepartementales76.net/
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businessman, a merchant of St. Domingue, and by all records so far discovered, it appears 
Simon was unmarried when he arrived in St Domingue.     
 
In an effort to make a concrete connection of our ancestor, Simon Fizel, who with his 
family fled from St Domingue to Philadelphia between 1793 and 1795 to the family tree 
of Jean Fizel(1), we thank Marie France Rousseaux14 from France, as she provided the 
connection: a copy of the Baptism record of Antoine Benoni Evrard, in 177515.   
 

Antoine was the child of Simon Fizel's sister, Agathe Fizel and her husband Antoine 
Joseph Evrard.  The baptism was in Maroilles, Nord, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France in 
1775.  Simon Fizel, merchant of St Domingue was identified as godfather in the 
baptism record (below). {ƛƳƻƴ CƛȊŜƭΩǎ signature is on the baptism record. It was the 
custom for the Godfather to sign the baptismal record if he were present at the 
baptism.  It is unknown if Simon remained in France from his 21 June 1774 arrival 
όŀōƻǾŜύ ƻǊ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǊŜǇŜŀǘ ǾƻȅŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘ 5ƻƳƛƴƎǳŜ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǇƘŜǿΩǎ 
baptism.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 1777 Simon Fizel became a minor official of St Marc, a city of St Domingue. It is not 
known if his position was gained by appointment or election.  The only duties we are 

                                                           
14 Marie France Rousseaux GeneaNet: http://gw.geneanet.org/gouv?lang=en&v=FIZEL&m=N 
15 Archives Nord: http://www.archivesdepartementales.lenord.fr/?id=531 

http://gw.geneanet.org/gouv?lang=en&v=FIZEL&m=N
http://www.archivesdepartementales.lenord.fr/?id=531
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aware he performed is indicated by his signature witnessing many death records, as found 
on the website Anom16 official records, as noted for the years listed below:  

¶ For 1777, St Marc, pages 15iii, 16, 17, 18, 19, 22, 23 and 25.   

¶ For 1778, St Marc, pages 13 and 16.   

¶ For 1779, St Marc, pages 17, 21,    

¶ For 1780, St Marc, pages  2, 11, 15,  

¶ For 1781, St Marc,   Page 15    
 
Simon Fizel was included in St Marc social activities as indicated by his signature of 
attendance at several weddings, even hosting a wedding at his own villa as noted in 1779, 
page 15. 
 

¶ 1779 ς St Marc, Marriage, page 13. 

¶ 1779 ς St Marc, aŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΣ ǇŀƎŜ мрΣ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ {ƛƳƻƴΩǎ ǾƛƭƭŀΦ 

¶ 1779 ς St Marc, Marriage, page 18, Simon attends the wedding of his future 
partner, Louis Alexanderiv Lubinv.  

 
A complete list of records Simon Fizel signed, as an official or as a witness at a wedding, 
can be viewed on Fizell.org at this link: Simon Fizel Records. 
 
There have been no records found of Simon Fizel arriving in St Domingue with a spouse, 
no record of Simon marrying in St Domingue ƴƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǇƻǳǎŜΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ  .ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ 
a French woman to live permanently in St Domingue was usually the prerogative of 
wealthy planters who lived in the colony or wealthy merchants, which Simon was not.  
Also, the French military would pay the expenses for dependents to accompany career 
military officers in order to keep them content when assigned for long periods of foreign 
duty.  French white women were a scarce commodity in St Domingue.   
 
CƻǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƛƴ {ǘ 5ƻƳƛƴƎǳŜΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ, marriage between the white Frenchmen and 
women of mixed blood was socially frowned upon.  Simon Fizel was living in the time 
when that stigma was disappearing as evidenced by the wedding he hosted in his villa17. 
 
In the Twenty First Century, slavery is an abhorrence and there are terms from the slavery 
period in our history we try to avoid.  This is a story of our family as they lived, nearly 250 

                                                           
16 Irel-ŀƴƻƳ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜǎ ŘΩƻǳǘǊŜ-mer website 1777 St Marc Death, Marriage: pages 15, 16,17, 
18, 19, 22, 23 & 25. 
17 Irel-ŀƴƻƳ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜǎ ŘΩƻǳǘǊŜ-mer website 1777 St Marc Death, Marriage: pages 15 

http://www.fizell.org/SIMON%20FIZELL%20St%20Marc%20records.pdf
http://anom.archivesnationales.culture.gouv.fr/caomec2/pix2web.php?territoire=SAINT-DOMINGUE&commune=SAINT-MARC&annee=1777&typeacte=AC_MA
http://anom.archivesnationales.culture.gouv.fr/caomec2/pix2web.php?territoire=SAINT-DOMINGUE&commune=SAINT-MARC&annee=1777&typeacte=AC_MA
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years ago.  The Eighteenth Century French language provides us with names for persons 
of mixed color.18 
  

A White person and a Black person produced a malutto. First degree 
A White person and a Malutto produced a Quarteroon  Second degree 
A White person and a Quarteroon produce a Tierceroon Third degree 
A White person and a Tieceroon produce a Métis  Fourth degree 
A White person and a métisse produce a Mamelouc. ¢ƻǳǎǎŀƛƴǘ [ΩhǳǾŜǊǘǳǊŜ 
thought remaining varieties, if named, are barely distinguishable. 
 

Reading the record below, in St Marc, on 19 July 1779 an illegitimate boy by the name of 
Simon, a Métis, was baptized.  He was born 20 March 1779 and his mother, Cloridine 
Elizabeth was a Tierceroon, a libre (a free woman). Simon Fizel was identified as godfather 
for this boy and Simon signed the record as godfather, not as an official of St Marc.  At 
the birth of his first known child, Simon Fizell was thirty-four years old. 
  

 
Above we learn that Simon Fizel sired a boy he named Simon, a Metis, but there exists no 
additional records for the boy, whether or not he lived into adulthood.  There is no record 
of this person arriving in the United States. 
 

                                                           
18 Toussaint LÓuverture: A Biography and Autobiography by Beard & Redpath: page 32 - (not taken 
verbatim)  

http://books.google.com/books?id=BPYCAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA32&lpg=PA32&dq=tierceroon&source=bl&ots=wcI3DktigG&sig=LBr8C54ht9ZeILpyVOL5znk9AqQ&hl=en&sa=X&ei=3uw1VO7cAouNyASRq4GoCg&ved=0CC4Q6AEwAw#v=onepage&q=tierceroon&f=false
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In 1780 Simon Fizel was the official at more St. Marc burials - Anom19 pages 2, 11 & 15 
plus he hosted at his villa another wedding, St Marc, page 9.  1781 was the last year he 
was a St Marc official witnessing one burial: page 15, plus he was a wedding guest in the 
record on page 10.   
  
In 1783, four months after his thirty-eighth birthday, on 15 April, a son, Hilaire, a 
Tierceron, was born to Hortenze Furnmmée Mona, a Quarteronne.  Hilaire was baptized 
on 27 November 1785 and Simon Fizel was the godfather.  Simon signed the St Marc 
.ŀǇǘƛǎƳŀƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΦ  IƻǊǘŜƴȊŜΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ aŀǊƎǳŜǊƛǘǘŜ aƻƴŀΦ bƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ 
for Hilaire 
 Baptism record of Hilaire: 

 
The actual date that Simon Fizel became partners with Louis Alexander Lubin is unknown 
but it was between 1779 and 1787.  For arguments sake, say the Lubin-Fizell Company 
began operations in 1783 as traders in small necessities from France and sending St 
Domingue products to France.    
 
 In 1787, Lubin-Fizel Company partnered with a huge company headquartered in Le 
Havre, France and trading in the western hemisphere as Colombel Elder Besognet Barabé 

                                                           
19 Irel-anom ArchiǾŜǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜǎ ŘΩƻǳǘǊŜ-mer website 1777 St Marc Death, pages 2, 11 & 15. Marriage: 
page, 9. ; 1781, St Marc, Death ς page 15 and marriage page 10. 

http://anom.archivesnationales.culture.gouv.fr/caomec2/pix2web.php?territoire=SAINT-DOMINGUE&commune=SAINT-MARC&annee=1777&typeacte=AC_MA


© Joe Fizell 2014 

18 
 

Company.  The new partners continued trading in cheap necessities for the Islands and 
colonial goods for France while purchasing the 260 ton ship Le Alligator20.  
 
 
On 4 February 1788 Jean Amable Louis Auguste, Mistis was baptized, the son of 
Marguirite also known as Annette LaChicotte. The boy will later be known as Louis Fizel, 
son of Simon Fizel.  However, his baptismal record indicates his godfather was R.P 
Stouder.  R.P. is the abbreviation for Reverend Father.  We have no explanation for the 
Priest being identified as godfather.  The actual date of birth for Jean Amable Louis 
Auguste was 26 June 1786 in St Marc, as shown on a copy of the baptismal record below.  
Simon Fizel was 41 years of age at the time of his ǎƻƴ [ƻǳƛǎΩ ōƛǊǘƘΦ  
 

Also, in 1787 in his new social activities, Simon Fizel was present and witnessed three 
marriages, two of which his partner Louis Lubin also attended21. 
 
The official Anom records from St. Marc end in 1788, probably due to the slave revolt. 

                                                           
20 Le Havre Archives Municipales: 49Z Fonds Boivin-Colombel ς information provided by Dr Philippe Clerc 
21 Irel-ŀƴƻƳ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜǎ ŘΩƻǳǘǊŜ-mer website ; 1787 St Marc, Marriages : pages 5, 7 & 18 

http://archives.lehavre.fr/delia-CMS/archives/site/article_id-/sstopic_id-/topic_id-/topic_parent_id-805/
http://anom.archivesnationales.culture.gouv.fr/caomec2/pix2web.php?territoire=SAINT-DOMINGUE&commune=SAINT-MARC&annee=1777&typeacte=AC_MA
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In 1788 an advertisement for two 
runaway slaves was published by 
the owners of Lubin, Fizel & 
Company, merchants in St. Marc, 
St. Domingue, as viewed in the 
right article 22: 
 
The added overhead of their ship, 
Le Alligator, with a compliment of 
40 Officers, sailors and marines, 
led the new partners, Colombel-
Lubin-Fizel Company to decide to 
invest in weapons operations to 
the slave trade, activity which is 
very lucrative even if it involves 
many risks23.   
 
On 27 July 1789 the ship Alligator, with 6 cannons for protection, returns from Africa with 
a rich cargo of 450 slaves returning about 820,023 livres24.  
 
In 1790 Simon was the President of Corps Volunteers of St Marc, a moderate group of 
officials and Merchants and listed in the Corporation Revolutionary of St-Marc25.   
 
Also in 1790 Simon Fizel and Annette LaChicotte have a daughter Emily26 when Simon is 
forty-five years of age.  There are no surviving records ōǳǘ ŦƻǊ 9ƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƻǿƴ мфсл /Ŝƴǎǳǎ 
record.   
 
March 1791 the Alligator is outfitted for another trip to Africa seeking to share "with a 
rich cargo to the slave tradeέ as indicated in the certificate of inspection of the ship.   On 
4 September 1791 the ship is still in Malimbe harbor as indicated by the first death 
certificate of a slave.  In December 1791, the vessel arrived at the port of Saint-Marc, on 
the island of Santo Domingo. The sale of the cargo begun December 11, 1791 and 

                                                           
22 http://www.marronnage.info/fr/lire.php?id=8878&type= :Le Marronnage A Saint Domingue article 
provided by Dr. Philipe Clerc 
23 Philippe Clerc provided information: Le Havre Archives Municipales: 49Z Fonds Boivin-Colombel 
24 Philippe Clerc provided information: Le Havre Archives Municipales: 49Z Fonds Boivin-Colombel 
25 Généalogie et Histoire de la Caraïbe Bulletin 197, November 2006, Page 5027 
26 US Census, 1860.  Emily Fizel, 60, said she was born in Santo Domingo. 

http://www.marronnage.info/fr/lire.php?id=8878&type
http://archives.lehavre.fr/delia-CMS/archives/site/article_id-/sstopic_id-/topic_id-/topic_parent_id-805/
http://archives.lehavre.fr/delia-CMS/archives/site/article_id-/sstopic_id-/topic_id-/topic_parent_id-805/
http://www.ghcaraibe.org/
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completed in early April 1792. But due to political events and revolts broke out in Santo 
Domingo disorders, the slave trade of the company is interrupted27. 
 
Sometime after April 1792 the Alligator is sent to Baltimore.  Passengers include Louis 
Alexander Lubin, his wife, family, slaves and possessions.  Among the passengers is an 
unknown Fizelvi.  Louis Lubin was the partner of Simon Fizel28.   
 
Annette LaChicotte, the mother of Jean Amable Louis Auguste and Emily was known as 
Ann Fizel, wife of Simon when she was living in Philadelphia.  Her son Louis was one of 
{ƛƳƻƴΩǎ ǎƻƴǎ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘ 5ƻƳƛƴƎǳŜΦ {ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ŀ 

second son, Eli Fizel who lived with Annette several years in Philadelphia.  Annette 
Lachicotte, b. 6 Mar 1765 in Petite Riviere De LÁrtibonite, St. Domingue29.  έ The birth 
record below, ŀǘ tŜǘƛǘŜ wƛǾƛŜǊŜ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ǊǘƛōƻƴƛǘŜ, of Anne Marguerite it says Annette La 
Chicotte was the natural child of a quarteroon named Amable Françoise and from an 
unknown father. The godfather was Louis Charles, son of Mr. Rossignol Lachicotte.  As 
regards to the interbreeding scale the father was a white and should be Louis Charles 
Rossignol  [ŀŎƘƛŎƻǘǘŜΗέ30 
 

This completes the records from St Domingue for Simon Fizel as of this writing. 
 
 

 
 

                                                           
27 Philippe Clerc provided information: Le Havre Archives Municipales: 49Z Fonds Boivin-Colombel 
28 Philippe Clerc provided information: Le Havre Archives Municipales: 49Z Fonds Boivin-Colombel 
29 Philippe Clerc: provided the baptism record for Annette Lachicotte 
30 Philippe Clerec: 5/30/2013 

http://archives.lehavre.fr/delia-CMS/archives/site/article_id-/sstopic_id-/topic_id-/topic_parent_id-805/
http://archives.lehavre.fr/delia-CMS/archives/site/article_id-/sstopic_id-/topic_id-/topic_parent_id-805/
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Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
United States of America 

 
American City Directories listing businesses and the heads of household of residents 
provide a unique chronological history.  In Philadelphia, a City Directory was published in 
1785 before the end of the Revolutionary War.  With several exceptions there exist copies 
of Philadelphia City Directories for the years 1785 through 1936.31   
 
Because Simon Fizel had a unique surname, his descendantsΩ head of households can be 
charted with some degree of accuracy.  Except for an Irish family in the 1880s there was 
only one Fizell family listed in the Philadelphia Directories over a 137 year period.   
 
The photo below is from the 1795 Philadelphia City directory for Arch Street between 2nd 
and 3rd Streets: Simeon Fidele.    This is the most extreme spelling of Fizel found in records 
but I believe it is him.  

The 1796 Philadelphia City Directory listing is identical to the photo above. 
 
On January 20, 1798 Simon Fizel was the executor of a will for one Jean P. Marés, an 
Inhabitant of St. Mare, St. Domingo. The record of that Will, filed in Philadelphia, PA, 
ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳǎ {ƛƳƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ άŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ǘΦ aŀǊŜΣ Santo Domingo, now residing at 
Trenton, New JerseyΦέ  (St. Mare is actually St. Marc, city in St. Domingue.)  The will, 
located in the Archives of the City of Philadelphia, was in good condition.  Copies of the 
will are available32 on line and are included in the end notes at the end of this book. 

                                                           
31 http://www.footnote.com, unlimited viewing Philadelphia & Pittsburgh city directories w/paid subscription. 

32 Contact Joe@fizell.org or at Fizell.org 

http://www.footnote.com/
mailto:Joe@fizell.org
http://www.fizell.org/

